
Oakland Parks Coalition Steering Committee Meeting
Wednesday, November 30, 2011
Lakeside Park Garden Center, Garden Room
Minutes

Attendance
Board Directors:  John Bliss, Dale Hagen, Lisa Hire, Judy Johnson, Nancy Karigaca, Susan Montauk, Margaret Pinter, Emily Rosenberg, Barbara Schaaf,  Anne Woodell
Absent:  Karen Smulevitz, Mike Udkow, 
Guests: Jocelyn Combs (PWA) 
Meeting began at 7:40 am.
Minutes, September 2011 - Susan requested that the address of the demonstration plot of grass be added.  It is at the PWA service center on  Edgewater.  Dale moved for approval of the minutes with this addition.  Nancy seconded, and all agreed.   
Minutes, October 2011 - Barbara asked that 3A reflect that she is interested a general report from PWA about the adopt-a-spot program.  Judy moved for approval of the minutes with this clarification.  Barbara seconded, and all agreed.
Reports:
PWA - Jocelyn
Adopt-a-spot - Emily asked about the status of an adopt-a-spot application for Eastshore Lakeview Park which a member of ODog submitted in September.  Jocelyn reported that staff have revised the adopt-a-park form.  The request and signature are now on the same page.  This form is available at oaklandadoptaspot.org.  PWA is in the process of translating forms to Spanish and Chinese.   Jocelyn requested photographs from all parks for the website.  Staff is creating a one-page instruction sheet for logging volunteer hours.  "Sharps" containers are now on all park maintenance trucks.
Earth Day - Staff is starting preparations for the next Earth Day in April 2012.
Special Programs - Tora is conducting workshops for staff and the public on topics such as butterflies and weeds.  She is getting help from Merritt College, and PWA is seeking funds to build these programs.
ADA requirements - PWA is updating their ADA policies to include proving translation services for individuals with hearing impairments and for speakers of foreign languages.  At the moment, translation services are required for gatherings of more than 500 people.  In addition, PWA is adding a statement to flyers and media that organizers can provide an "alternative volunteer experience" for those individuals with limited mobility or other considerations.
OPC Annual Meeting - Barbara and Judy are planning to visit the next morning meetings of PWA gardeners and inviting them to attend the annual meeting.  They will explain that attending is on their personal time.
Old Business: 
LYPD Report -  Susan requested that interviews with PWA supervisors be completed as soon as possible, and she asked for volunteers for editing the report.
Annual Meeting - Anne reported that Wendy Tokuda has agreed to be master of ceremony at the annual meeting.  Susan will be sending invitations by email by December 5.  She will be mailing a few invitations to stewards without internet.  Susan led a discussion of possible steward presenters.  The committee meetings set for Wednesday, December 7 at 2 pm.
Announcements:
Friends of Peralta Hacienda is presenting "Zorro by Night" on December 1.   
Pending:
Meeting concluded at 8:40 am.
Lisa Hire
Next meeting - December 28, 2011
