
Oakland Parks Coalition Steering Committee Meeting
Wednesday, April 27, 7:30 am
Lakeside Park Garden Center, Garden Room
Minutes

In  attendance:   John Bliss, Jocelyn Combs (PWA), Dale Hagen, Lisa Hire (recording secretary), Judy Johnson, Nancy Karigaca, Susan Montauk (chair),  Anne Woodell (treasurer), Margaret Pinter, Barbara Schaaf (vice-chair), Karen Smulewitz, Mike Udkow, 
Guests:  Clare Carigiolosi, Mary McAllister, Bob Brokyl, Al Croft
Meeting began at 7:38 am.
Minutes, March 23 - Dale moved for approval of minutes with minor corrections.  Judy seconded, and all agreed.  Margaret moved for posting minutes on the web site.   Judy seconded, and a majority agreed.  Lisa will make corrections to March minutes and provide a PDF version for the web site.
Reports:
PWA- Jocelyn Combs introduced herself as the new Volunteer Coordinator.  Her goal is to make Oakland welcoming to volunteers.  She will be coordinating with groups and individuals involved in the "adopt-a-park" program.  She will be meeting monthly with other PWA staff working on "adopt-a-creek" and "adopt-a-spot" programs.  Jocelyn can be reached at 510-615-5583 or jcombs@oaklandnet.com.
Jocelyn announced that this year's Volunteer Appreciation Day will be June 2, 2011 at the Boathouse.
New Business:  
Art and Music in the Gardens - Anne reported that as a member of the East Bay Garden Center, we can set up a table at the second annual Art and Music in the Gardens event on June 4 and 5, 2011 for free.  Barbara, Nancy, and Lisa agreed to work together on hosting our table.
Old Business:
2011 Workday - Anne moved for selection of the Bancroft median as the site and August 20 as the date of the second annual city-wide workday.  Karen seconded, and all agreed.  Lisa, Karen, Anne, and Judy formed an event committee.
Annual Steward Survey - Susan prepared a draft on-line survey intended as an annual check-in with stewards.  She requested that everyone try it and submit comments as soon as possible.

Bylaws and Standing Committees - Dale made final revisions to the Bylaws.  Susan distributed copies of this version.  Susan also distributed a list of the standing committees.  We reviewed the duties of the committees and invited new board members to select positions as soon as possible.
Newsletter - Susan requested stories and photographs for the next newsletter.  The deadline for submissions is May 5, 2011.
Snow Park - Mike is now working with Brooke Levin in PWA to create a memorandum of understanding between the CBD and the city for upkeep of Snow Park.  
Guest Presentations:
Dover Park - Bob Brokyl and Al Croft, residents of the Dover park neighborhood, presented a brief history of this seven year old park and provided their perspective about recent conflicts with the park stewards and the P.H.A.T. Beet liaison to the newly established community garden at the park.
Mosswood Park - Mary McAllister offered her views on volunteers in public parks: She and her husband were active in San Francisco parks when they lived there and she would like to prevent in Oakland some of the negative activities that volunteers engaged in those parks. She named girdling trees and using herbicides as two examples. She is also concerned about removal of trees in Oakland parks. She would like OPC and the City to post on-line explicit lists of prohibited activities in parks by volunteers. 

Pending:
Outreach to sports field user groups - John
Meeting concluded at 9:05 am.
Notes submitted by Lisa Hire
Next meeting - May 25, 2011

