
Oakland Parks Coalition Steering Committee Meeting
Wednesday, September 28, 2011
Lakeside Park Garden Center, Garden Room
Minutes

Attendance
Board Directors:  John Bliss, Dale Hagen, Lisa Hire, Judy Johnson, Nancy Karigaca, Susan Montauk, Margaret Pinter, Barbara Schaaf,  Karen Smulevitz, Mike Udkow, Anne Woodell
Absent: Emily Rosenberg 
Guests: Jocelyn Combs (PWA), Pat Kernighan (District 2 Councilmember)
Meeting began at 7:35 am.
Minutes, August 24, 2011 - Barbara requested a correction to reflect that she spoke about a critique of the Volunteer Appreciation Evening, not the Bancroft Clean up.  Nancy noted that the minutes should show her absence.  Anne moved for approval of the minutes with these changes.  Barbara seconded, and all agreed.   
Reports:
Love Your Parks Day 2011-
Susan reported that 66 parks remain to be surveyed.  Ten people have volunteered, but only two students from Oakland High School can help us because it is a state-wide S.A.T. exam day.  Please invite others.  Susan would like 10 teams.  We reviewed the program and assignments for the day.  Nancy, Susan, Barbara, Anne, Lisa, and Margaret will input surveys by Wednesday, October 5.  Susan will be publishing results on October 12, 2011.  Once the report is available, John will interview Brooke, Anne will interview Jim, Margaret will interview Jocelyn, and Lisa will interview Brian for the annual State of Park Maintenance report.  Interviews are due November 15, 2011.
Parcel Tax - Pat Kernighan presented the argument for the passage of Measure I, the parcel tax.  Motion: To endorse Measure I: John moved. Lisa seconded. Passed unanimously.
PWA- 
Creek to Bay Day - Jocelyn reported that approximately 1,200 volunteers participated in Oakland, up 10 percent from last year.  Statewide, participation was down 20 percent.  Volunteers collected 9000 pounds of trash, twice as much as last year.   
Adopt-a-spot -  Jocelyn reported that a family has joined Adopt-a-Park at the Cypress Freeway Memorial Park at 14th/Mandela Parkway. Susan added that they have also pledged to OPC and that Jocelyn facilitated their completing our forms.  

No-mow grass - A demonstration lawn of this low-maintenance and low-water grass.
Libraries - Jocelyn's assistant is trying to recruit adopters for landscaping at the libraries.
Announcements:
Friends of Maxwell Park - Nancy has water bottles, cards and tote bags for sale.  They feature photographs of the mosaics at the park.
New Business:  
OPC Party - John invites everyone to his home in Claremont Pines on October 15 from 3 to 5 p.m.  Bring something to share.  
Annual Meeting - Anne is reserving the Garden Center for January 19, 2012 and is trying to get Dave Newhouse to MC again.  Susan asked for suggestions of stewards willing to share their stories.  We would like to have five stewards present.  
Website - Susan would like to add biographies and photographs of each director to website. She asks that everyone make haste to send her their photos and bios. 
Pending:
PWA's "Safety and work parameter guidelines for stewards" for OPC website - Jocelyn
Meeting concluded at 9 am.
Lisa Hire
Next meeting - October 26, 2011
